392                 Japan in World Politics

such ill-disguised preparation for war, and so little regard for
the rights of weaker nations, especially those of Asiatic race.
The cant about the morals, the religion, and the civilisation
of Western nations is not infrequently accompanied by an
utter disregard for the dictates of ordinary morality, koth
individual and national. In former days nations and indi-
viduals made no claims to special virtue, and their short-
comings did not attract attention ; but now, when those of
the West assume a position of superiority, they must be pre-
pared to answer any criticism which is made of their actions.
It is a grotesque end for the great story of European civilisa-
tion, that each nation should go on increasing its armaments
until the people are being crushed by their expense, and the
highest forms of national life rendered impossible. The
ultimate alternatives are universal national bankruptcy, with
individual millionaires at one end of the social scale and
millions of paupers at the other, and a great international
Armageddon which will diminish the inhabitants of the
globe to one-half. Is it expecting too much from human
nature to say that the problem ought to receive careful con-
sideration before the struggle goes any further ?

" To be prepared for war is the best guarantee of peace "
is one of those absurd sayings which, by continued iteration,
have come to be regaided by some people, and especially
the military experts, as the essence of political wisdom. In
ruder times, in Britain and in other countries, the practice of
continually carrying weapons for self-defence was practically
universal, not only among the aristocracy and gentry, but
even among the peasantry, and it only began to disappear
when efficient government had rendered life and property so
secure that the private person had lost all fear of having to
defend himself. For a long time, however, private arming
existed to a greater or less extent, and even at the present
day is not altogether unknown; but, speaking generally,
private individuals give up carrying weapons when there is
a well-ordered and secure government, and when experience
has adequately demonstrated their security. It will, no